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OCPF  Releases  Senate  Spending  Figures 
for  1990  Election 


The  Office  of  Campaign  and  Political  Finance  today 
released  figures  on  the  total  amount  of  money  raised  and 
spent  in  the  40  State  Senate  races  during  the  1990 
election  season. 

"This  is  the  first  time  the  Office  has  compiled  this 
information  on  campaign  finance  activities  in  the 
Massachusetts  Senate  campaigns",  said  Mary  F.  McTigue, 
Director  of  the  Office.    "Regardless  of  which  office  you 
look  at,  whether  it's  the  campaign  for  statewide  office  or 
the  State  Senate,  1990  was  a  very  expensive  election  year 
in  Massachusetts",  McTigue  said. 

Candidates  had  a  total  of  $2,456,899  in  beginning 
balances  at  the  start  of  the  1990  election  cycle.    The 
106  Senate  candidates  raised  a  total  of  $4,530,863  in 
1990,  bringing  the  total  monies  available  to  $6,987,762. 
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Money  spent  by  these  candidates  for  the  Massachusetts 
Senate  totaled  $5,060,968. 

The  study  also  identifies  that  the  most  expensive  race 
for  a  Senate  seat  was  the  3rd  Middlesex  District,  with  7 
candidates  spending  a  total  of  $505,056  during  1990. 
In  addition,  the  least  expensive  contested  campaign  for 
the  Senate  was  the  Plymouth  district,  with  two  candidates 
spending  a  total  of  $28,932. 

A  breakdown  of  spending  by  party  affiliation  indicates 
that  the  democrats  outspent  the  republicans  in  the  Senate 
races  by  more  than  a  2.5  to  1  margin.   Total  spending  by 
the  57  democratic  candidates  was  $3,613,528. 
44  Republican  Senate  candidates  spent  a  total  of 
$1,431,066.   The  5  candidates  with  other  party 
affiliations  spent  a  total  of  $16,373.   Viewed  on  a 
per-candidate  basis,  the  average  democratic  candidate 
spent  $63,395,  the  average  republican  candidate  spent 
$32,524  and  the  other  5  candidates  spent  an  average  of 
$3,275  each. 

Only  5  of  the  4  0  Senate  seats  were  uncontested 
in  1990.   These  5  candidates  spent  a  total  of  $183,293 
with  2  of  the  candidates  spending  in  excess  of 
$50,000  each. 

Of  the  remaining  3  5  contested  races,  a  total  of 
$4,877,674  was  spent  during  the  1990  election.   This 


-more- 


represents  an  average  amount  spent  of  $139,362  per  race 
for  a  contested  seat.    In  25  of  the  35  contested  races, 
the  individual  who  spent  the  most  money  was  elected. 

Other  figures  contained  in  the  report  analyze  the  =.== 
seven  "open"  seats  in  the  Senate.   A  total  of  $1,711,605 
was  spent  in  these  races.   Average  expenditures  for  an 
open  seat  in  the  1990  election  was  $244,515  with  a  range 
of  spending  from  $107,280  for  the  Middlesex  Worcester 
District  to  a  high  of  $505,056  in  the  3rd  Middlesex 
District. 

The  enclosed  tables  reflect  spending  by  individual 
senatorial  candidates  in  each  district  and  other 
statistics  compiled  by  the  Office  based  on  reports  filed 
as  of  January  31,  1991. 

The  Office  of  Campaign  and  Political  Finance  was 
established  in  1973  to  monitor  the  campaign  finance 
activities  of  all  candidates  on  the  state,  county  and 
municipal  level.   OCPF  maintains  the  campaign  finance 
records  for  all  candidates  in  order  to  provide  disclosure 
of  these  activities  to  the  public. 
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